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distinguish between the aggressor and the defender. Having
done so, he will side with the defender in a non-violent
manner, i.e. give his life in saving him. His intervention
is likely to bring a speedier end to the duel, and may
even result in bringing about peace between the combatants-
Applying the drgimieiir to the present war, if the Congress
actively sides wkh the Allies in a non-violent way, the
Congress assistance will lift the Allied cause to a high
moral plane, and the Congress influence will be effectively
used in the cause of peace. What is more it will be the
special business of the Congress to see that, if the war is
fought to a finish, no humiliation is heaped upon the
vanquished. That is the role I have conceived for the
Congress. The declaration of independence has become
a necessity. The question having been raised, the Congress
cannot help 'Britain, if Britain is secretly fighting for im-
perialism while it declares to the world that the fight is
for saving democracies. For Britain to be in the right, a
clear declaration of her war aim is a necessity, irrespective
of the Congress policy.

Sevagram, 16-10-539

Harijan, 21-10-1939

92

HINDU-MUSLIM CLASHES

If proof were wonted to show that the non-violence of
the Congress was in effect violence in suspension or in-
active violence, it is furnished by the effective though quite
indisciplined violence exhibited in Hindu-Muslim clashes.
Had the thousands of Hindus and Muslims who took part
in the Khilafat agitation been non-violent at heart, they
could never have been violent towards one another as they
are continually found to be. Nor can it be said that those
who take part in the clashes are not Congressmen. If we rule
out ail those who resort to violence as non-Congressmen,
the Congress will cease to be a mass organization. For the
combatants in these clashes are derived from the masses.